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Semester Grading Ranges & Criteria

Grading Ranges

	A Grade of
	will be calculated as
	and will fall within this range for the semester grade

	A+
	98
	98-100

	A
	95
	97-94

	A-
	92
	93-90

	B+
	88
	89-87

	B
	85
	86-84

	B-
	82
	83-80

	C+
	78
	79-77

	C
	75
	76-74

	C-
	72
	73-70

	D
	65
	69-60

	F
	50
	59-0


Occasionally, a paper will earn a grade that falls between two letter grades and will be assigned the mid-point numerical grade. For instance, an A-/B+ will be calculated as a 90. 

Ungraded Assignments

Required work that doesn’t earn a formal grade, such as discussion board postings, homework, draft submissions, and in-class written work, will be given a per-assignment point total that will contribute to your on-line grade of 25 percent. On-time, complete work is given 100 points per assignment. Penalties for lateness and incomplete work will be assessed individually. If an assignment has several parts – i.e., for the resume draft, you had to turn in an original draft, two reviews, a revised draft, and a summary paragraph – students earn 100 points per part – so for the resume draft, a total of 500 points could be earned. Handwritten homework is not accepted and will earn a grade of a zero. 
Criteria

By now you’ve realized that there are many benefits associated with being students of a top research university that strives for national excellence. Some of the responsibilities associated with a celebrated academic community include vigorous evaluation of student work. A significant percentage of the grade you’ll earn this semester will be based upon your out of class writing. In accordance with the University of Maryland’s high standards, the following grading rubric will be applied to each written assignment.

A – denotes work that exceeds the standards for the assignment. 

These papers surpass all stated requirements in a mature, clear, and well-organized way. They attend specifically and completely to their appropriate audiences, are crafted using mature organizational strategies, and represent an original approach to the assignment in terms of both content and style. The papers must contain evidence of significant time spent on invention, drafting, correcting, rejecting, peer review, and revision. Finally, A papers have very few to no grammar, proof-reading, or spelling mistakes.

B – denotes work that meets the requirements of the assignment. 

Generally these papers achieve all the stated goals of an assignment and use apparent organizational strategies to present the content in a clear way. Audiences are attended to, though more effort could be made to address their specific needs. The content of a B paper is usually well-researched, though often falls on the side of obvious and may reveal other issues that were not considered. B papers demonstrate that time was spent on the process of writing, though often more effort was needed in either the drafting, revision, or invention stages. B papers occasionally have a miniscule number of (if any) grammar, diction, or spelling issues.

C – denotes work that barely meets/just misses the requirements of the assignment. 

These papers usually demonstrate that a student has not quite grasped a fundamental part of the assignment. Audience may either be poorly defined or the paper may not adequately address their needs; content may be too broad or too general; organization may be problematic on a paragraph-level or globally. Some requirements stated on the assignment sheet, in class, or from our readings are not applied correctly or are missing entirely. Often the paper’s problems are exposed by a lack of time spent on the assignment, evidenced through drafts and other supporting materials. Grammar mistakes may take away from the paper’s overall effectiveness.  

D/F – denotes work that has fallen short of the requirements of the assignment. 

Papers that fail to meet an assignment’s goals are often characterized by missing materials, poor levels of organization, and skipped over requirements. Papers in this category often contain content that is inadequately researched or considered, and often times they do not attend to their audiences’ needs or goals. Writing is often unclear, and the objectives of the assignment are not met. Numerous spelling, grammatical, and proof-reading errors may lead to a paper earning a grade in this category as well. 
